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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


1940 


H.  B.  BINKS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 

IVOR  O.  WILLIAMS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector , 


Stafford  : 

Allison  &  Bowen,  Ltd.,  19  Greengate  Street 


\ 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

%,#hairma^  :  ALDERMAN  MERREY. 

rman  :  COUNCILLOR  DOBSON. 


VlC'K-fi 

Alderman  ‘  Adamson. 

,,  Mrs.  Turney. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Amies. 

,,  Mrs.  Cotterill. 

,,  Fowke. 

, ,  Ibbs. 


Councillor  Dr.  McIntosh. 

,,  Mrs.  Robinson. 

,,  Thewlis. 

,,  Mrs.  Welton. 

Wilks. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Medical  Superintendent  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and 
Medical  Officer  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

*tH.  B.  BINKS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

A.  V.  CAMPBELL,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Lodging-house  Inspector,  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  and 
Inspector  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932. 
*1.  O.  WILLIAMS,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst., 
and  Certificated  Meat  Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

*A.  F.  WARD,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
and  Certificated  Meat  Inspector. 

*S.  A.  GREGORY,  Cert.  S.I.B. 
and  Certificated  Meat  Inspector. 

( H.M .  Forces  from  December  1st,  1939). 

% 

Health  Visitors, 
and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

*MISS  C.  E.  SUFFIELD,  H.V.,  &  S.I.  Certs.  R.S.I. 
Cert.  Cent.  Midwives  Board. 

*MISS  E.  E.  BRIGGS,  S.R.N.,  H.V.,  &  M.  &  C.  W.  Certs.  R.S.I. ,  Cert. 
Cent.  Midwives  Board.  (Retired  May  4th,  1940). 

*MISS  M.  E.  GEORGE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  R.S.I. 

(From  May  8th,  1940). 

Matron  of  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 

MRS.  IDA  HOME. 

Senior  Clerk, 

R.  FOWELL- 

Junior  Clerk, 

G.  E.  SHE  WARD. 

[H.M.  Forces  from  September  2nd,  1939). 

MRS.  H.  N.  JACKSON. 

Temporary  Clerk -Typists, 

MISS  L.  R.  DALKINS  (A.R.P.  onlv).  (Resigned  June  26th,  1940). 
MISS  K.  HASS  ALL  (From  July  8th,  1940). 

*Salaries  contributed  to  under  Public  Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer 
Grants.  All  are  whole-time  Officers,  except  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  that  the  Health  Visitors  devote  a  portion  of  their  time 
to  work  under  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint 
Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 

tServices  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  arrangement  are  avail¬ 
able  to  the  County  for  School  Medical  Duties  for  four  sessions  per  week. 


Borough  Health  Office 
5,  Martin  Street 
Stafford 

July,  1941 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

My  Annual  Report  is  compiled  so  that  it  conforms  to 
the  instructions  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Although  it  is  abbreviated  in  many  ways,  I  trust  that  it 
will  not  be  without  interest,  and  will  at  least  serve  as  a  record 
of  the  Borough  Health  Services  for  the  year. 

The  year  1940  has  been  a  difficult  one,  and  it  is  indeed 
fortunate  that  there  has  been  no  major  epidemic.  In  fact, 
from  many  points  of  view  it  has  been  a  favourable  one. 
Your  statistics — i.e.,  the  Death,  Birth,  and  Infantile  Mor¬ 
tality  rates — are  satisfactory. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  last  twelve  months  has 
been  the  large  influx  of  people  into  the  town.  The  Registrar- 
General  gives  the  mid-year  population  as  35,320.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  National  Registration  figure  was  38,329. 

Stafford  was,  and  is,  ill  prepared  for  such  an  increase, 
and,  among  many  questions  that  have  arisen  therefrom,  the 
need  for  the  provision  of  a  Day  Nursery  has  required  con¬ 
sideration.  At  the  end  of  the  year  information  obtained  from 
many  sources,  including  industry  itself,  suggested  that, 
although  there  might  be  a  need  for  such  provision,  it  was 
not  of  such  moment  as  to  require  immediate  action  by  the 
Council. 

Individual  problems  affecting  both  the  evacuees  and 
the  householders  have  been  frequent,  and,  on  account  of  the 
mode  of  billeting,  will  continue  until  the  War  ends,  for  they 
arise  from  the  close  domestic  association  of  individuals  whose 
mode  of  life,  habits,  and  customs  up  to  the  time  they  were 
thrown  together  were  different.  There  is  little  chance  of  even 
natural  selection  coming  into  play  to  level  out  these  dif¬ 
ferences. 

The  following  remarks  culled  from  the  body  of  the 
report  are  worthy  of  repetition  : — 

The  Birth  Rate  at  15.3  per  1,000  population  compares 
favourably  with  England  and  Wales. 

The  Corrected  Death  Rate  at  11.7  per  1,000  population 


is  above  the  ten  year  average  for  the  Borough,  and  is  probably 
due  to  the  exclusion  of  the  young  members  of  both  sexes 
who  are  now  in  the  Services.  This  age  group  enjoys  a  low 
mortality  rate. 

Infantile  Mortality  at  the  rate  of  55  per  1,000  births  is 
satisfactory. 

Infectious  Disease. — There  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  acute  infectious  disease  of  the  nervous  system 
during  the  year.  This  was  expected,  and  was  due  to  the 
abnormal  times  necessitating  disturbance  of  the  life  of  the 
individual  and  the  displacement  of  population.  There  were  six¬ 
teen  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  with  three  deaths,  two 
cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  and  one  case  of  Polio-encephalitis. 
Practically  all  these  cases  were  treated  at  the  General 
Infirmary. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent,  and, 
although  there  were  only  two  deaths,  it  can  be  safely  assumed 
that  they  were  responsible  for  many  cases  of  prolonged  ill 
health. 

Housing. — Increasing  population  and  the  curtailment  of 
building  has  forced  the  Housing  Committee  to  reconsider 
the  question  of  those  houses  which  have  been  condemned 
but  not  pulled  down,  being  put  into  use  again.  The  Minister 
of  Health  has  been  approached  and  has  agreed,  and  thus  the 
war  is  forcing  down  those  standards  which,  after  much  effort, 
progressive  councillors  and  administrators  had  raised. 
Fortunately,  the  term  of  use  after  reconstruction  is  limited. 

The  repairs  of  houses  and  abatement  of  nuisances  have 
been  considerably  held  up  through  all  available  labour  in 
the  building  trade  being  concentrated  on  shelters,  blast 
walls,  etc.  It  has  been  possible  to  abate  serious  nuisances, 
but  their  increasing  number  makes  it  difficult  for  them  to 
be  dealt  with. 

The  Orders  in  respect  of  Clearance  Areas  Nos.  5  to  15 
(houses  in  North  Walls,  Lammascote  Road,  and  Union 
Street)  were  unfortunately  not  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  It  is  regrettable  that 
Areas  5  to  13,  which  included  houses  in  North  Walls,  still 
evade  demolition.  These  houses  were  first  considered  from  a 
habitable  standard  in  1937,  and,  if  the  necessary  formulas 
had  been  expeditiously  dealt  w'th,  they  would  have  been 
replaced  by  new  houses. 

The  Department  is  still  hopeful  that,  maybe,  when  war 
ends,  progress  in  Public  Health  matters  will  be  considerably 
accelerated  to  recover  lost  ground  and  thus  improve  the 
amenities  of  Stafford. 


Moat  and  Food  Inspection. — Attention  is  drawn  to 
Page  26.  The  amount  of  food  which  is  being  condemned  is 
an  illustration  of  the  saying  that  “  War  is  wasteful.”  The 
rationing  of  foodstuffs  will  have,  no  doubt,  one  beneficial 
result — unfit  stock  will  be  largely  eliminated,  and  this  will 
include  the  tuberculous  cow. 

No  serious  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported,  which 
may  point  to  the  fact  that  food  is  prepared,  kept,  and  stored 
in  premises  under  hygienic  conditions. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — The  number  of  children 
attending  and  the  total  attendances  made  at  the  Welfare 
Centre  should  encourage  the  Welfare  Committee,  especially 
so  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  the  early  portion  of  the 
year  definite  steps  were  taken  to  limit  attendance,  and  thus 
the  average  attendance  per  child  has  dropped.  The  Centre 
is  being  well  attended  by  those  who  have  come  temporarily 
to  live  in  the  town.  The  Health  Visitors  have  also  managed 
to  keep  up  with  their  visits  to  the  homes.  This  again  has 
been  difficult  work — ’bus  services  are  not  so  amenable  as 
in  peace  time. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  has  been  a  realisation 
as  to  the  need  for  increased  protection  against  Diphtheria. 
Stafford  has  been  in  the  forefront  in  this  respect  for  some 
years,  but  owing  to  the  broadcasts  a  great  impetus  has  been 
given  to  local  effort,  and  as  this  is  being  written  the  response 
is  such  that  1941  will  be  a  record  year. 

Civil  Defence. — This  service  continues  to  exact  a 
tremendous  amount  of  time  and  energy  from  your  Public 
Health  Staff.  It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  it  is  so  necessary. 

There  remains  the  future  with  its  immediate  problems — 
Infectious  Hospital  provision — day  nurseries — billeting — civil 
defence — and  the  more  distant  future — expansion  of  your 
housing  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  services. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  to  the  Members  of  the  Committee  for  their  help  during 
a  difficult  year.  To  my  colleagues  and  the  Staff  generally 
I  am  indeed  in  their  debt. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  B.  BINKS. 


REPORT. 


SECTION  A— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 

General  Statistics 

Area  of  Borough 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population, 
mid-1940 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940) 
according  to  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1940) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1939- 

1940)  . .  '..  ..  ..  £830  11s.  Id. 


5,089  acres 

35,320 

8,814 

£210,521 


Social  Conditions 

Mr.  A.  Weaver,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange, 
has  supplied  me  with  the  following  information  : — 

“  The  chief  industries,  trades  and  occupations  are  as 
follows  : — 


Number  of  Insured  Workpeople 
Employed. 


Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Electrical  Engineering . 

Internal  Combustion  En- 

2677 

685 

520 

337 

4219  | 

gines  . 

S58 

68 

214 

28 

Il68  : 

Locomotive  Engineering  ... 

278 

20 

6.3 

H 

375 

Boot  and  Shoe  . 

822 

985 

67 

330 

2204 

Wood  Heel  Manufacture  ... 

101 

hi 

14 

30 

256 

Abrasive  Wheel  Industry 
Reinforced  Concrete  En- 

623 

117 

37 

48 

825 

gineering  . 

34i 

87 

L5 

40 

483 

Building . 

884 

25 

67 

4 

g  80 

Distributive  Trades  . 

838 

55i 

152 

148 

1689 

Local  Government  Service 

1937 

448 

39 

63 

2487 

“  The  total  insurable  population  in  the  area  is  approxi¬ 
mately  19,750. 

“  The  number  of  unemployed  persons  registered  at  the 
local  Employment  Exchange  in  December,  1940,  was  151, 
which  represents  1.3  per  cent,  of  the  insured  population. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  December,  1939,  were  319 
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persons  unemployed,  representing  1.73  per  cent,  of  tlie 
insured  population. 

“  The  percentage  of  unemployed  for  the  whole  country 
at  the  same  date  was  5.3. 

“  During  the  whole  of  the  year  1940  the  unemployed 
register  has  continued  to  decrease,  due  mainly  to  the  re¬ 
employment  of  persons  in  industry  in  connection  with  the 
war  effort. 

“  In  the  Engineering  industry,  employing  approximately 
6,250  insured  workers,  full  time  working — plus  a  large  amount 
of  overtime  and  night  shift  work — has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  demand  for  skilled  tradesmen  con¬ 
tinues  to  increase,  and  a  Government  Training  Centre  has 
been  opened  in  Stafford  to  cope  with  the  demand  for  skilled 
workers. 

“  In  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Industry  work  has  remained 
very  steady  throughout  the  year,  and  little  short  time  work¬ 
ing  has  been  in  evidence. 

“  The  Abrasive  Wheel  industry  has  increased  the  number 
of  workers  employed,  and  there  is  an  imminent  prospect  of 
further  increases  in  this  industry  in  the  near  future.” 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year 


Live  Births — 


Total. 

Male.  Female. 

Birth  Rate . 

15.3. 

Legitimate . 

524  • 

.  271  ... 

253 

Illegitimate . 

16  ... 

9 

n 

/ 

Ten  year  average . 

13-9 

Totals . 

54° 

0 

CO 

260 

Stillbirths  . 

13  - 

6  .  7 

Rate  per  1,000  births. 

..23. 

Deaths  . 

394  - 

...  203 

1 91 

Death  Rate  . 

11.1. 

Ten  year  average . 10.9. 


The  Registrar-General  supplies  a  “Comparability  Fac¬ 
tor  ”  to  each  district  based  on  the  age  and  sex  of  its  popula¬ 
tion  as  shown  at  the  last  Census.  When  the  recorded  death 
rate  of  a  town  is  multiplied  by  this  factor  the  corrected  death 
rate  is  obtained.  This  is  truly  comparable  with  the  death 
rate  of  any  town  similarly  treated.  The  factor  for  Stafford 
is  1.06.  The  corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  is  therefore  11.7. 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  *. — 

Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  total  (live  and 
1939  1940  still)  births 

Puerperal  sepsis  . .  0  . .  0  . .  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  1  .  .  0  . .  — 


Total  . .  1  0  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  55 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births .  .  57 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

»  »  •  • 

•  » 

.  .  47 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

•  • 

•  • 

0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

•  • 

*> 

•  « 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under 

two  years 

of  age) 

1 

The  principal  causes  of  deatli,  their  number,  and  their 
percentage  are  given  below  : — 

Number  Number  Percentage 

Disease 

1939 

1940 

of  whole 

Heart  Disease 

.  102  .. 

103  . 

.  28.6 

Cancer 

.  48  . . 

47  . 

.  11.9 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  etc. 

24  . . 

55  . 

.  13.9 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

.  17  . . 

19  . 

4.8 

Prematurity 

.  22  .  . 

12  . 

3.0 

Violence 

.  13  .  . 

19  . 

4.8 

io 


T he  Registk ar-Genkk ai/ s 
Death  is  given  below  : — 


Short  List  of  Causes  of 


Causes  of  death. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

4 

2 

2 

Whooping  cough  . 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

2 

- - 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

14 

6 

8 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

5 

3 

Syphilitic  disease . 

1 

1 

Influenza  . 

8 

2 

6 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesopha¬ 
gus  (males  onlv)  . 

2 

2 

_ 

Cancer  of  uterus  . 

2 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 1 

3 

8 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

4 

— 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites . 

28 

18 

10 

Diabetes  . 

4 

3 

1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions... . 

36 

9 

27 

Heart  disease  . 

103 

57 

46 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system  . 

14 

8 

6 

Bronchitis  . 

26 

15 

11 

Pneumonia  . 

23 

17 

6 

Other  respiratorv  diseases  . 

6 

3 

3 

Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  . 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

8 

4 

4 

Nephritis . 

9 

3 

6 

Premature  Birth  . 

12 

6 

6 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  in¬ 
jury,  infantile  diseases . 

0 

3 

3 

Suicide  . 

1 

1 

- 

Road  traffic  accidents . 

9 

5 

4 

Other  violent  causes . 

9 

7 

2 

All  other  causes  . 

40 

21 

19 

Total  deaths  .  j 

394 

203 

191 

Ward  distribution  of  deaths  : — 

North,  (S3  ;  South,  8b  ;  Last,  105  ;  West,  99  ;  Bas- 
wich,  21. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

Tlie  table  below  shows  the  number,  age,  and  cause  of 
death  of  children  under  one  year  of  age. 
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Ward  distribution  of  baby  deaths  was:  North  6,  South  3,  East  8,  West  12,  Baswich 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates 

for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1940. 
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The  rates  for  1940  apply  to  the- civilian  population  only. 


SECTION  B.-GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

During  the  year  bacteriological  reports  were  received 
from  the  County  Laboratory  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  the  following  : — 


Swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli  ... 

...  1,874 

Other  Swabs  ... 

130 

Virulence  Test  (Diphtheria) 

19 

Blood  for  Agglutination  Tests 

35 

Faeces 

90 

Urine  ... 

29 

Pus 

42 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 

...  139 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  bacilli 

...  156 

Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis) 

51 

Other  examinations  ... 

69 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Two  ambulances  are  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority. 
One  for  the  removal  of  non-infectious  and  accident  cases, 
the  other  for  infectious  cases.  Improvements  in  this  service 
are  in  abeyance. 

The  total  number  of  journeys  was  597,  covering  4,250 
miles.  Infectious  cases,  135  ;  Accident,  83  ;  Sickness, 
362  ;  Abortive  calls,  15. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 
Hospitals  and  Sanatoria. 
Institution  for  Homeless  Children. 


' 

There  was  no  change 
„  in  the  arrangements 
under  these  head¬ 
ings  during  the  vear 

«/ 


Isolation  Hospital,  Tithe  Barn  Road. 

Great  difficulty  was  and  is  being  experienced  in  main¬ 
taining  adequate  nursing  and  domestic  staff. 

Cases  admitted  from  the  Borough  dropped  from  21 1  last 
year  to  99  cases  this  year.  Cases  from  the  Rural  and  other 
Authorities,  which  included  Cannock  Urban  2  cases,  Rugeley 
Urban  5  cases,  Coseley  Urban  1  case,  Brierley  Hill  Urban  1 
case,  and  non-civilians  4  cases,  increased  from  37  to  53. 
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152  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  classified  as 
follows  : — 


Disease. 

Stafford 

Borough. 

Stafford 

Rural 

District. 

Other 

Authorities 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

54 

32 

1 

s7. 

Diphtheria  . 

3° 

n 

7 

44 

Tonsilitis  . 

6 

6 

Diphtheria  carriers  . . . 

6 

— 

• — 

6 

Typhoid  Fever  carrier 

1 

— 

— 

I 

Measles . 

— 

. — 

2 

2 

German  Measles . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Paratyphoid  Fever... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Total  . 

99 

40 

13 

152 

*  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Centre  is  held  at  the  Wesley  Schools,  Queen  Street, 
and  is  open  from  io  a.m.  to  noon  and  from  2  p.m.  to  4  pan. 
on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays.  The  Centre  is  open  daily 
from  9  a.m.  to  10  a.m.  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 
The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  attendances  : — 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

(1) 

Total  number  of  attend¬ 
ances  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  by  children  under 

one  year  of  age  ... 

4386 

5743 

4726 

4580 

(ii)  by  children  between 

the  ages  of  one  and 
five  years . 

4922 

5967 

553d 

4308 

(z) 

Total  number  of  children 
who  attended  at  the 

Centre  during  the  year, 
and  who,  on  the  date  of 

their  first  attendance  were  : 

— 

(i)  under  one  year  of  age 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of 

275 

299 

309 

348 

one  and  five  years  ... 

54 

59 

42 

93 

(3)  Total  number  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age 
who  attended  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year, 


15 


and  who,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were  : — 

I937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

(i)  under  1  year  of  age 

233 

225 

234 

283 

(ii)  over  1  year  of  age... 
(4)  Percentage  of  notified  live 
births  represented  by  the 

460 

524 

490 

655 

numbers  in  (2)  (i) 

54-34 

59  *  8 

57  0 

60.5 

Minor  Ailments. — This  service,  which  is  not  intended 
in  any  way  to  infringe  on  the  private  practitioner  or  on  the 
Hospital  services,  has  been  affected  adversely  by  the  War. 
Attendances. — 1937  'New  cases  -  78  Revisits 

1938  New  cases  -  175 

1939  New  cases  -  117 

1940  New  cases  -  99 


447 

Revisits  -1,008 
Revisits  -  585 
Revisits 


Ante-natal  Care. 


-  307 


In  1940  medical  practitioners  carried  out  under  your 
Maternity  Domiciliary  Scheme  : — 


Primary  ante- natal  examinations  . . . 
Secondary  ante- natal  examinations 
Ante-natal  cases  seen  for  third  time 
Total  number  of  expectant  mothers 
amined  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined 


Ante- natal 

1940 

276 

1939 

291 

1938  . 

278 

1937 

282 

1936 

179 

276 

166 

ante-natallv  ex- 
during  the  year. 
Post-natal 
68 
90 
82 
71 
13 


Percentage  of  total  notified  births  (live  and  still)  repre- 


sented  by  the  total  numbers  of  women. 

1940 

46.7 

n-5 

1939 

52.1 

16. 1 

1938 

54-2 

15.9 

1937 

53-7 

i3A 

1936 

42. 

3- 

Total 

Births  Distribution. 

Stillbirths. 

5*4 

Maternity  Homes  ... 

59  1 

Institutions  ... 

65 

Doctors’  cases 

District  Nursing  Association- 

-15  , 

t  302 

9 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

As  Midwives  ... 

163  j 

282 

6 

*  The  new  Welfare  Centre  in  North  Walls  was  opened  in  March,  1941. 
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Of  the  total  51 1  ante-  and  post-natal  examinations 
carried  out  last  year,  167  were  of  insured  persons,  and  ab¬ 
normalities  were  discovered  in  124  individuals  at  the  ante- 


natal  examinations.  These  numbers  compare  with 

560, 

195,  and  144  last  year. 

Recommendations  : — 

1939 

1940 

Doctor  to  be  present  at  confinement 

6 

9 

Further  ante-natal  examination 

231 

210 

Specialist’s  opinion 

1 

2 

Admission  to  Hospital... 

0 

1 

Confinement  to  take  place  in  Hospital 

6 

0 

Dental  treatment 

52 

55 

Post-natal  Examinations 

Number  of  cases  found  to  be  abnormal 

1939 

1940 

in  some  respect 

39  ••• 

24 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Welfare  Committee  to 
encourage  mothers  to  attend  for  their  first  general  medical 
examination  at  or  about  the  third  month  of  their  pregnancy. 

Compensation  is  made  to  midwives  for  loss  of  cases  due 
to  the  Borough  Ante-natal  Scheme. 

Emergency  Arrangements.- — No  change  was  made 
during  the  year. 

The  services  of  the  Consultant  were  required  on  eight 
occasions,  and  were  for  the  following  conditions  — 

1.  — Hospital  case.  Primipara.  Small  pelvis.  Caesarian 

section. 

2.  — Hospital  case.  Primipara.  Small  pelvis.  Caesarian 

section. 

3.  — Domiciliary  case.  Multipara.  Chronic  pyelitis. 

Pregnancy  allowed  to  continue. 

4.  — Hospital  case.  Primipara.  Post  partum  haemor¬ 

rhage.  Anaesthesia  with  removal  of  placenta. 

5.  — Hospital  case.  Multipara.  Obstructed  labour.  High 

forceps  delivery. 

6.  — Hospital  case.  Primipara.  Flat  pelvis.  Labour 

induced. 

7.  — Domiciliary  case.  Multipara.  Delayed  labour.  No 

active  interference  advised. 

8.  — Domiciliary  case.  Multipara.  P'ace  presentation. 

Anaesthesia  and  high  forceps  delivery. 

H  ome  Helps. — The  number  of  cases  assisted  was  17. 

17 


Maternity  Beds. 


The  Council  assumed  financial  responsibility  in  respect 
of  seven  cases  which  had  been  admitted  to  the  Institution 
on  account  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  in  accordance 
with  the  agreement  with  the  County  Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  above  has  been  extended  to  include  expectant 
mothers  requiring  pre-natal  care  on  account  of  illness  which 
cannot  be  dealt  with  in  the  home. 


Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Health 
Visitors  : — 


(1)  To  expectant  mothers — 

1940 

1939 

iyjs 

P'irst  visits ... 

143 

...  no 

...  124 

Total  visits...  ...  ...  251 

(2)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

...  203 

...  208 

P'irst  visits  ... 

470 

...  494 

. . .  468 

Total  visits... 

(3)  To  children  between  the  ages 

1840 

...  2004 

...  1808 

of  one  and  five  years 

5268 

...  4987 

...  4368 

Enquiries  into  infant  deaths, 
other  unclassified  visits,  77. 

26  ; 

stillbirths, 

12  ;  and 

Infant  Life  Protection  (under  Part  i  of  the  Children  Act, 


1908,  as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act,  1932). 


On  Register, 

Removals . 

...  14 

1st  January,  1940 

...  18 

Adopted  ... 

...  0 

New  cases 

...  19 

Over  nine  years 
On  Register, 

...  0 

31st  December, 

1940  23 

37 

37 

There  were  five  more  cases  on  the  Register  than  in 
1939.  The  Health  Visitors  paid  104  visits  during  the  year. 


Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  report  has  been  kindly  supplied  me  by 
the  Countv  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Jones,  M.A.,  Cantab, 
E.D.S.,  R.C.S.  Eng. 

‘  ‘The  arrangements  outlined  in  the  Annual  Report 
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for  tiie  year  1938  have  "been  continued  during  1940  and  the 
joint  scheme  has  worked  smoothly  during  the  latter  year. 

‘  ‘47  mothers  and  65  toddlers  were  treated,  a  total  of 
1 12  patients  during  the  year. 

‘  ‘The  mothers  treated  made  179  attendances  and  their 
treatment  comprised  195  extractions  of  permanent  teeth 
under  local  anaesthetics,  24  fillings,  8  scalings,  6  dressings, 
89  sundry  operations  and  the  insertion  of  23  dentures,  a  total 
of  345  operations. 

‘  ‘The  toddlers  made  70  attendances  and  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  parents  on  57  of  these  occasions.  The  operations 
comprised  the  extraction  of  48  temporary  teeth  with  local 
applications  of  anodyne  solutions,  126  dressings  and  2  sun¬ 
dries,  a  total  of  176  operations. 

“The  estimated  cost  according  to  scale  was  £28  2s.  CkL, 
and  the  low  scale  of  charges  must  constitute  an  inestimable 
boon  to  the  patients. 

‘  ‘The  number  of  sessions  devoted  to  the  treatment  of 
mothers  was  34  and  of  toddlers  12,  a  total  of  23  whole  days 
given  by  one  Dental  Surgeon  and  Nurse  to  this  scheme.” 

Free  Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

In  August  the  introduction  of  the  National  Milk  Scheme 
supplanted  our  own.  The  main  change  has  been  the  re¬ 
striction  of  the  various  grades  to  full  cream  milk  either  liquid 
or  dried.  It  has  been  possible  however  to  maintain  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  the  special  brands  in  all  their  varieties, 
and  thus  the  change-over  has  been  effected  without  undue 
stress  on  the  babies,  although  private  supplies  are  becoming 
more  difficult. 

The  Milk  Officer  informs  me  that  the  number  of  bene¬ 
ficiaries  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Cheap  (Liquid)  ...  2,047  Cheap  (Dried)  ...  ...  42 

Free  (Liquid)  ...  367  Free  (Dried)  .  14 

Totals  ...  2,414  56 


Of  these  a  fair  estimate  would  be  : — 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  6% 

Babies  ...  ...  ...  ...  30% 

Toddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  64% 

The  scheme  has  thrown  an  additional  burden  on  this 
Authority  inasmuch  as  the  Welfare  Committee  has  under¬ 
taken  to  distribute  the  dried  milk  to  those  attending  the 
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Welfare  Centre.  This  however  ensures  continuity  of  service, 
and  is  thus  worth  while. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Nineteen  cases  have  been  under  treatment  during  the 
year.  There  were  ten  new  cases  and  live  were  discharged. 
Five  cases  refused  to  continue  treatment. 


The  cost  to  this  Authority  was  : — 


First 

Quarter 

Second 

Quarter 

Third 

Quarter 

Fourth 

Quarter 

Clinic  . 

Hospital  . . . 

£  s-  d- 
609 

£  s.  d. 

13  11  0 

£  s.  d. 

16  16  0 

24  16  9 

£  s.  d. 

22  4  0 

55  7  5 

£609 

D3  11  0 

£41  12  9 

£77  11  5 

Total — T138/13/1  !• 

Baby  Day. 

Miss  Sufheld  contributes  the  following  account  : — 

“The  usual  Baby  Week  Celebrations  were  not  held  this 
year,  but  presentations  of  the  Blumer  Mothercraft  Shield 
and  medals,  Mothercraft  Certificates,  and  Attendance  prizes 
were  made  at  an  ordinary  session  of  the  Welfare  Centre  on 
July  31st.  The  Chairman  (Councillor  Mrs.  Robinson)  pre¬ 
sided. 

“Councillor  Mrs.  Cotterill  presented  the  Shield  and 
medals,  Mrs.  C.  Aspin  the  three  attendance  prizes,  and  the 
Chairman  read  out  list  of  Mothercraft  Certificates  which 
were  afterwards  distributed  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

‘  ‘Thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  E.  G.  Sherwood  for  judging  in 
the  Shield  competition  and  to  Mrs.  C.  Aspin  for  attendance 
prizes. 

SECTION  C.  -SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supply. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  states  : — 

‘  ‘The  new  Waterworks  at  Shugborough  have  been  in 
continuous  operation  throughout  the  year.  But  for  the  timely 
inauguration  of  the  Station  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  meet  the  25%  increase  in  the  demand  for  water,  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  last  two  years. 

Reports  concerning  the  Town  supply  are  received  from 
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the  County  Bacteriologist  monthly  and  the  County  Analyst 
quarterly.  The  last  reports  are  set  out  below. 

The  supply  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality . 

Bacteriological  Examination.  March,  1941. 

Count.  O11  nutrient  agar  after  48 

hours’ incubation  at  37°C.  ...  2  colonies  per  ml. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72 
hours’  incubation  at  20-22°C.  4  colonies  per  ml. 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive 

coli)  ...  ...  ...  ....  None  per  100-  nil. 

after  48  hours’  in¬ 
cubation  at  37°C. 

“The  Ministry  of  Health  Report  No.  71  suggests  that 
when  a  public  water  supply  contains  not  more  than  two 
presumptive  coli  per  100  ml.  the  sample  may  be  regarded 
as  reasonably  satisfactory.’’ 


Chemical  Examination. 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  2I2°F. 

18.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil. 

Albuminoid  ,, 

0.0010 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

0.14 

Chlorine 

2-5 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80  °F. 

Nil. 

Appearance  ... 

Clear. 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination... 

None. 

pH  Value 

74 

Hardness  before  boiling 

8.2b0 

Hardness  after  boiling 

4oo° 

Temporary  Hardness 

3-76° 

‘  ‘This  water  is  chemically  of  satisfactory  quality,  and 
if  passed  bacteriologically,  may  be  considered  safe  for  drink- 

•  y  y 

mg. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  following  new  sewers  were  completed  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  year  : — 

Sewage  Sewers. 

15"  diameter  ...  ...  ...  ...  150  yards. 
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Surface  Water  Sewers. 

</'  diameter  ...  ...  ...  ...  50  yards. 

12"  xn 

427  yards. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  1,016  waste  water  closets  in 
the  Borough,  42  pail  closets,  and  16  privy  middens. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  substituted  by  a 
pedestal  type  of  W.C.  was  17. 

The  number  of  stoppages  amounted  to  1,202,  and  5 99 
of  this  number  were  in  connection  with  waste  water  closets. 

The  grant  of  50s.  to  encourage  owners  of  property, 
who  substitute  a  waste  water  closet  by  a  pedestal  type  of 
W.C.,  was  still  allowed  during  the  year. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Tlie  tabular  statement  below  contains  the  numbers  and 
nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during 
the  year,  with  the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  result 
of  such  notices. 


No. 

of 

Notices. 

Notices 

complied  with. 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Informal 

I 

Statutory 

2 

Defects 

1 

2 

Dwell  inghouses  : 

Repairs  to  dwelling- 

houses  . 

Houses  requiring 

232 

76 

46 

. . . 

41 

•  •  • 

cleansing  and  ver- 

minous  houses  . . . 

79 

... 

... 

, . . 

... 

•  •  • 

Sanitary  con- 

veniences  . 

1 87 

57 

42 

•  •  • 

38 

•  •  • 

House  drainage  de- 

fects  . 

377 

5° 

-13 

• . . 

43 

. . . 

Defective  yard 

pavements  . 

2 

2 

2 

•  • . 

2 

... 

Receptacles  for 

house  refuse . 

83 

24 

19 

. . . 

19 

... 

Accumulations  of 

refuse  . .  . 

27 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

Overcrowding  . 

19 

1 

i 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Water  supply  . 

29 

• . . 

•  • . 

• .  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Factories  &  Work- 

shops  . 

7 

2 

2 

1 

Bakehouses  . 

9 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

... 

Lodging-houses  . 

3 

• . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• .  • 

Slaughterhouses  . 

1067 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

.  • . 

• .  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

1 1 

•  *  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Offensive  Trades . 

4 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

... 

Piggeries  and  Stables 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

• . . 

*  *  * 

Cowsheds  . 

56 

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

L3 

•  • . 

• . . 

• . . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

Shops  or  premises 
where  food  is  sold 

or  prepared  . 

24 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

•  .  • 

Cinemas . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

Smoke  nuisances  . 

5 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Other  nuisances  . 

12 

4 

0 

. . , 

2 

•  •  • 

Closet  stoppages  . 

[202 

... 

...  . 

• . . 

• .  • 

Visits  to  infectious 

cases  . 

4°5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Unclassified  visits . 

490 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3208 

I42O 

159 

... 

148 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease  : — • 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ...  16 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  23 
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Shops. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  appointed  to 
carry  out  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 


Factory  Act,  1937. 

Seven  inspections  were  made. 

Outworkers. — Lists  of  outworkers  are  received  twice  a 
year,  and  are  entered  in  the  register  as  follows  : — 

Tailors.  One  list  relating  to  one  outworker. 


Royal  Brine  Baths. 

Report  by  Mr.  Scott,  the  Manager  of  the  Baths  : — 

‘‘Royal  Brine  Baths  owned  by  the  Stafford  Corpora¬ 
tion  comprise  : — Hot  Brine,  Zotofoam,  Aeration  and  Douche 
remedial  baths,  Brine  Swimming,  Fresh  Water  Swimming, 
Washing  baths,  and  a  Turkish  Department. 

“In  order  to  extend  facilities  for  First  Aid  Services  a 
number  of  Brine  Baths  were  moved  providing  a  General 
Room  and  Control  Room.  These  modern  porcelain  baths 
have  replaced  certain  old  teak  baths  and  have  proved  more 
roomy  and  comfortable. 

‘  ‘This  year  boarding  arrangements  have  prevented  the 
continuance  of  Brine  treatment  to  the  Birmingham  Hospitals 
Contributory  Association,  but  it  is  hoped  to  resume  these 
valuable  courses  as  early  as  possible. 

‘  ‘The  greatly  enlarged  population  of  Stafford  has  ac¬ 
counted  for  a  big  increase  in  Swimming  and  Wash  baths, 
rising  in  numbers  during  the  year  from  88,71 7  to  133,148.“ 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  3 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  14 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  17 

When  necessary,  rooms  are  sprayed  twice  with  Zalde- 
cide,  and  the  bedding  is  steam  disinfected. 

All  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department. 


Schools. 

Procedure  lias  been  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  was  in  use  throughout 
the  year. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  27  offensive  trades  on  the  Register,  of  which 
24  are  fried  tisli  shops.  The  remainder  consists  of  1  fell- 
monger,  1  rag  and  bone  merchant,  and  1  gut  scraper. 

SECTION  D. — HOUSING. 

The  seventeen  houses  on  the  Silkmore  Estate,  to  which 
I  referred  in  my  last  Report,  were  completed.  In  addition, 
one  other  house  was  completed  by  the  Local  Authority, 
and  52  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

Owing  to  war  conditions  housing  work  has  been  very 
much  curtailed,  but  four  intimations  under  the  Housing 
Acts  were  served,  and  two  of  these  were  complied  with. 

SECTION  E.- INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Registration  of  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen. 

Milk  producers  entered  in  register  ...  ...  ...  to 

Producer-retailers  entered  in  register  ...  ...  17 

Of  the  above  16  have  obtained  licenses  as 
Accredited  Producers. 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  28 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  whose  premises  are  out¬ 
side  the  Borough...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Entered  in  the  Register  are  also  45  retailers  of  milk 
which  is  sold  in  sealed  bottles. 

Visits  were  paid  to  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  to  enforce 
the  Acts  and  Orders  as  to  cleanliness  in  the  production  and 
sale  of  milk. 

The  examination  of  samples  for  bacterial  content  and 
for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 
The  following  results  were  obtained  from  milk  on  sale  in  the 
Borough  : — 


Total 
No.  of 
Samples. 

Cleanliness 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

J 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Specially  designated  milks . 

/ 

7 

— 

— - 

Ordinary  milk  . 

53 

38' 

1 5 

5t 

|  One  sample  was  also  unsatisfactory  from  a  cleanliness  standpoint. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter  of  Animals,  Act,  1933. — During  the  year  61 
licences  were  issued  to  fit  and  proper  persons  to  slaughter 
animals  for  human  food. 

On  January  15th,  1940,  one  slaughterhouse  was  taken 
over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  the  slaughtering  of  animals 
for  human  food  for  Stafford  and  the  surrounding  districts 
was  concentrated  in  this  slaughterhouse. 

The  following  meat  was  found  to  be  diseased  or  un¬ 
sound  : — 

Bovine.— 144  carcases  and  all  organs. 

Portions  or  the  internal  organs  of  1,238  carcases. 

Pigs. — 82  carcases  and  all  organs. 

Heads  or  all  organs  of  370  carcases. 

Sheep. — 76  carcases  and  all  organs. 

Portions  or  the  internal  organs  of  983  carcases. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  41  tons,  8J  cwts.,  which  was  collected  by 
a  manufacturer  of  fertiliser. 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
sent  in  91  cows  to  be  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order.  Thirty-seven  whole  carcases  were  condemned,  and 
the  remaining  54  had  some  part  or  organ  condemned. 

The  following  food  was  also  found  to  be  unsound  and 
was  surrendered  : — 

37  lbs.  ham. 

51  lbs.  bacon. 

24  lbs.  beef  sausage. 

2  tins  pressed  tongue. 

79  tins  fruit,  vegetables,  and  fish. 

2  tins  milk. 

1  bottle  sauce. 

2  jars  pickles. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  foodstuffs 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market  Hall. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  premises  are  registered  : — • 

Preparation  of  sausages,  etc. 

Manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream 

Fish  frying 


...  26 

•  ••  37 
...  24 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Vaccination  Statistics. 

The  following  figures  for 
Stafford  Union  Area  : — 

Births  registered 

S uceessf  ully  vaeei  1  lated 

Insusceptible 

Exemptions 

Died  unvaccinated 

Removed 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  population  of  a  town  is  made  up  as  il  were  of  in¬ 
dividuals  forming  groups  of  different  ages.  It  can  therefore 
be  readily  appreciated  that  a  reception  area  receiving  a  num¬ 
ber  of  children  would  have  its  previously  balanced  popula¬ 
tion  disturbed,  i.e.,  increasing  the  liability  of  those  diseases 
common  to  the  younger  age  groups.  To  quote  a  specific 
instance,  Stafford  in  the  course  of  years  may  have  reached 
a  stage  of  balance,  i.e.,  immunity,  against  a  certain  disease, 
thus  preventing  a  possibility  of  an  epidemic.  By  intro¬ 
ducing  a  number  of  non-immune  strangers,  the  proportion 
of  susceptibles  in  the  town  is  raised,  the  balance  is  upset, 
and  an  epidemic  may  arise  affecting  both  the  stranger  and 
the  resident. 

Again,  this  mass  of  new  material  is  not  stationary — 
numbers  go  home  for  shorter  or  longer  periods — again  increas¬ 
ing  the  risk  of  disease  by  bringing  it  back  on  their  return. 

These  remarks  apply  to  other  age  periods,  e.g.,  ado¬ 
lescents  in  industry.  The  disturbance  of  this  group  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  whole  increases  the  likelihood  of  those  diseases 
to  which  this  age  is  prone. 

Again,  the  change  of  environment  contributes  its  quota. 
The  influx  of  newcomers  cannot  always  be  placed  so  that 
overcrowding  can  be  avoided,  and  finally,  “black-out,’’ 
since  it  costs  money,  is  frequently  carried  out  without  regard 
to  ventilation. 

These  are  not  all  the  conditions  which  affect  the  incidence 
of  infectious  disease,  but  they  are  sufficient  to  indicate  the 
need  for  vigilance  and  explain  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  in¬ 
creased  interest  in  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  better 
ventilation  of  air  raid  shelters,  etc. 


1939  apply  to  the  whole  of  the 

...  bbb 
152 

.  467 

35 

11 
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The  following  diseases  showed  increases  on  last  year 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever. — There  were  sixteen  cases  with 
three  deaths.  All  except  one  case  were  removed  to  the 
General  Infirmary.  All  Wards  except  Baswich  were  affected, 
and  twelve  cases  occurred  in  February. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. — Although  a  full  year  as  to 
notification  of  these  diseases  has  been  completed,  all  cases 
have  not  been  notified.  These  diseases,  especially  Measles, 
reached  epidemic  proportions,  and  were  prevalent  throughout 
the  town  affecting  all  ages  of  our  juvenile  population.  No 
deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  Measles,  but  four  have  died 
from  Whooping  Cough.  In  this  connection,  it  is  as  well  to 
remember  that  advances  in  prevention  are  appearing  where¬ 
by  these  diseases  can  be  rendered  less  of  a  scourge  and  possi¬ 
bly  eliminated,  but  simplification  of  technique  is  required 
before  they  can  be  adopted.  Until  this  comes  about  and  for 
the  period  of  the  war  a  plea  is  put  forward  for  the  provision 
of  a  home  or  series  of  homes  especially  for  the  reception  of 
evacuees  suffering  from  these  diseases.  Actual  Hospital 
provision  is  only  required  for  those  who  are  seriously  ill. 
Homes  are  required  in  order  to  provide  better  care  and  con¬ 
ditions  to  prevent  spread,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent 
serious  complications.  The  Health  Visitors  visited  597 
cases  of  Measles  and  166  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

The  table  below,  compiled  from  School  returns,  made 
available  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
of  Health,  includes  contacts  as  well  as  cases. 


Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

C/2 

Oh 

a 

£ 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Chi<  ken-pox 

Influenza 

Cerebro- Spi¬ 
nal  Fever 

Poliomve- 
|  litis  ! 

1939  ... 

44 

375 

2 

71 

102 

286 

92 

• — 

— 

1940  ... 

45 

682 

23 

47 

17 

15 

42 

2 

1 

28 


Infectious  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  52  weeks  from  31st  December  1939,  to  28th  December,  194c 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Pneumonia  Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  Cases:... 

Deaths 

Poliomyelitis  . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Polio-Encephalitis  ...Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Paratyphoid  Fever... Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Dysentery  . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

1  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Erysipelas . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Measles . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Ophthalmia  Cases  ... 

Neonatorum  Deaths 

29 


1  case  admitted  to  Cannock  Rural  Hospital  and  i  to  the  Stone  Joint  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  80  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  as  against 
107  last  year. 

In  7  instances  only  were  there  more  than  one  case  in 
one  family.  There  was  one  “return’’  case. 


Diphtheria. 

Of  the  34  cases  notified,  32  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 
There  were  two  deaths. 

No  immunised  child  died  during  the  year,  but  two  children 
who  had  been  immunised  but  not  Schicked,  were  notified. 
Number  of  immunised  children  with  positive  swabs  2 

Number  who  were  once  Schick  negative  ...  ...  o 

Number  who  had  been  Schick  positive  ...  ...  o 

Number  who  were  not  tested  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Diphtheria  antitoxin,  available  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  can  be  obtained  free  on  request  by  a 
medical  practitioner.  Diphtheria  prophylactic  is  also  pro¬ 
vided  free,  and  is  used  for  the  prevention  of  the  disease. 

The  State  of  Immunisation. — Since  1932,  2,259  children 
have  been  immunised.  During  the  year  336  children  re¬ 
ceived  injections.  Approximately  134  of  these  were  not  of 
school  age.  For  further  details  see  table  below. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  1940. 


School 

Percentage 

accept¬ 

ances 

Immunised 

Schick 

test* 

+  |  — 

Children 

re¬ 

immunised 

Holmcroft  . 

96 

52 

3i 

St.  Leonard’s  Av’e. 

57 

24 

■O 

26 

— 

Corporation  St . 

33 

2  2 

42 

— 

Littleworth . 

61 

18 

— 

7 

2 

Stone  Road  . 

71  ' 

37 

2 

29 

— 

St.  Patrick’s  . 

54 

12 

— 

7 

— 

Tenter  Banks  . 

84 

19 

— 

17 

— 

Forebridge . 

64 

7 

— 

10 

4 

Rickerscote . 

100 

3 

— 

4 

— 

St.  Austin’s  . 

80 

8 

— 

3 

— 

Welfare  babies  . 

9i 

General  Practitioners 

41 

At  Isolation  Hospital 

2 

TOTAL  . 

336 

6 

176 

6 

*  Previously  immunised. 
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Dysentery. 

Four  cases  were  reported,  three  from  the  County  Mental 
Hospital  and  one  from  the  Public  Assistance  Institution. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Five  cases  were  notified.  Four  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  19  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  with  five 
deaths.  Fast  year  there  were  21  cases  with  one  death. 

Erysipelas. 

Six  cases  were  notified. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  were  notified  and  recovered  with  vision  not 
impaired. 


Tuberculosis. 

Analysis  of  the  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the  calen¬ 
dar  year,  1940  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

0 —  1 

1—  5 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2  2 

5—15 

I 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

—  — . 

15—25 

— • 

3 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

— .  — 

25—35 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

3 

• — •  — 

35—45 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— .  — 

45—55 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1  — 

55 — 65 

3 

1 

- — 

— 

1 

1 

—  . — . 

65  and  over 

~ 

1 

1 

~ 

Totals  ... 

T  I 

TO 

2 

6 

6 

8 

A  ^ 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  were  : — 
Respiratory,  0.39  ;  Non-respiratory,  0.14.  Total,  0.53. 
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The  “Balance  Sheet’’  for  the  Register  may  be  given 
as  follows  : — 


Number  on  Register  at 

Deaths  (including  1  from 

31st  Dec.,  1939 

265 

other  causes  and  two 

Notifications  in  1940 

29 

outward  transfers)  in 

Unnotified  deaths 

0 

0 

1940 .  24 

Transfers  . 

11 

Notification  withdrawn  1 

Removals  .  14 

“Recovered”  .  19 

Number  on  Register  at 
31st  Dec.,  1940  ...  250 

308  308 


Notification. — There  were  three  deaths  of  persons 
who  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  ratio  of  non- notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was  3  to  19,  i.e.,  1  to  6.3  In  the  event 
of  death  from  Tuberculosis,  unless  it  is  a  post-mortem  diag¬ 
nosis,  the  practitioner  is  written  to,  and  reason  for  non¬ 
notification  is  asked  for. 

The  average  interval  elapsing  between  notification  and 
death  was  48  months. 

Twenty-five  cases  from  the  Borough  of  Stafford  were 
admitted  as  in-patients  to  the  following  institutions  during 

1940  : — 

Prestwood  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Himley  Children’s  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  1 

Standon  Hall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Health  Visiting. — The  Health  Visitors  have  paid 
22  primary  visits  to  tuberculous  persons  on  notification 
and  543  subsequent  visits. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

I  propose  to  bring  the  report  on  this  Section  in  some 
respects  up  to  date,  i.e.,  June  of  this  year. 

At  present  the  First  Aid  Services  consist  of  : — 

1. — An  Aid  Post  situated  at  the  General  Infirmary  manned 
by  two  Doctors,  Nurses,  and  Nursing  Auxiliaries.  A 
cleansing  station,  for  which  we  are  responsible,  is  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Aid  Post  and  will  serve  the  Hospital  as 
well,  and  this  is  nearing  completion. 
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2.  — A  Mobile  Unit  consisting  of  a  vehicle  equipped  with  all 

accessories  requisite  for  the  establishment  of  a  First  Aid 
Post.  This  is  manned  by  a  full  complement  of  Doctors, 
Nurses  and  personnel.  Premises,  some  eight  in  number, 
situated  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  have  been  ear¬ 
marked  to  serve  this  purpose. 

3.  — Two  depots  from  which  the  First  Aid  Parties  and  the 

Ambulances  will  operate  have  been  fitted  up  as  far  as 
possible  to  meet  their  needs.  One  of  these,  the  South 
Depot,  is  situated  at  the  Baths,  with  garages  almost  com¬ 
plete,  erected  in  the  car  park  adjoining.  On  this  depot 
five  Parties  with  five  Party  Cars,  five  Sitting  Ambu¬ 
lances,  and  eight  Ambulances  are  based,  and  it  is  also 
at  this  depot  that  the  permanent  personnel  are  located, 
and  from  it  Mutual  Aid  for  outside  districts  is  sent. 

The  second  depot,  i.e.,  the  North  Depot,  is  situated 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  new  Casual  Ward  in  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Street.  This  is  manned  entirely  bv  voluntary 
personnel.  It  is  also  equipped  with  sleeping  bunks, 
garages,  and  vehicles. 

4.  — The  Mortuary  situated  in  Glover  Street  is  planned  to 

hold  100  bodies.  The  officers  have  been  selected,  and 
the  volunteers  have  meanwhile  been  obtained  from  the 
Civil  Defence  personnel,  although  it  is  desirable  that 
fresh  recruits  be  obtained  for  this  purpose.  It  is  de¬ 
sirable  also  to  obtain  a  suitable  vehicle  to  be  properly 
fitted  up  for  the  collection  of  the  dead. 

5.  — Plans  have  gone  forward  for  the  erection  of  two  Cleansing 

Stations — these  to  be  situated,  if  possible,  one  in  Tenter 
Banks  and  one  in  the  Public  Assistance  grounds.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Ministry’s  instructions  these  stations 
will  be  run  as  part  of  the  Aid  Post  services. 

6.  — All  these  services  will  operate  in  conjunction  with  the 

two  Casualty  Clearing  Stations,  i.e.,  the  General  Infirm¬ 
ary  and  the  War  Emergency  Hospital  attached  to  the 
County  Mental  Hospital. 

Commenting  on  the  above  it  is  at  once  evident  that 
preparations  for  gas  attacks  are  not  advanced,  that  the 
Mortuary  personnel  is  not  on  a  firm  footing,  and  that  a 
mortuary  conveyance  is  needed. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  Borough  Services  have  been 
instrumental  in  recruiting  and  training  for  the  Civil  Nurs¬ 
ing  Reserve,  many  of  whom  are  attached  to  Hospitals  for 
duty,  to  the  extent  of  approximately  200  volunteers. 
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During  1940,  the  following  courses  have 


Training. — 
been  held 


First  Aid  ...  ...  6 

Gas  (long  course)  ...  4 

Nursing  ...  ...  2 


vSat  for 
examinations. 

382 

128 

105 


Throughout  the  year  large  scale  exercises  have  been 
organised  from  time  to  time,  embracing  all  services. 

Other  Activities. — Advanced  First  Aid  practical  classes 
for  men  are  held  in  the  Shire  Hall  every  Monday  night. 

Section  classes  in  First  Aid  are  held  most  evenings  of 
the  week  at  both  depots. 

The  permanent  personnel  have  all  also  undergone  a 
course  in  Rescue  and  Decontamination.  This  has  now  been 
extended  to  the  voluntary  personnel,  and  at  present  two 
squads  are  undergoing  instruction. 

The  Ambulance  Section,  including  attendants,  have  like¬ 
wise  engaged  in  training,  either  sectional  or  combined  with 
other  services,  First  Aid,  and  Wardens. 

The  Aid  Post  and  Mobile  Unit  personnel  attend  the 
weekly  Red  Cross  Detachment  meetings,  in  addition  to  their 
regular  Wednesday  evening  practices  and  classes,  the  Mobile 
Unit  outdoor  practices  being  held  at  one  of  the  premises 
earmarked  for  use  in  an  emergency. 

On  the  lighter  side,  films,  instructional  and  others,  are 
shown.  Dances,  whist  drives,  sing-smgs,  keep-fit  classes 
of  various  kinds,  including  outdoor  games,  have  been  en¬ 
couraged. 

I  feel  confident  that  the  personnel  have  done  their  best, 
and  should  the  testing  time  come  they  will,  one  and  all, 
‘  ‘stand  to  it.  ’  ’ 

The  table  below  shows  the  strength  of  personnel  for 
July,  1941. 


I 

War  Estab¬ 
lishment. 

Number 

Enrolled 

Trained 

Under 

Training 

Awaiting 

Training 

Part 

Whole 

Ac- 

Re- 

Part 

Whole 

Part 

Whole 

Part 

Whole 

Time 

Time 

tive 

serves 

Time 

Time 

Time 

Time 

Time 

Time 

First  Aid  Parties  . 

35 

15 

1 12 

89 

138 

9 

39 

I 

14 

— 

First  Aid  Posts  .... 

M 

IO 

3 

15 

— 

13 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

W 

55 

IO 

74 

198 

96 

IO 

128 

— 

38 

— 

Ambulance  Drivers 

M 

_ 

6 

35 

l6 

31 

2 

8 

5 

5 

_ 

and  Attendants 

.w 

48 

9 

6l 

— 

50 

4 

4 

3 

— 

Car  drivers  (Sitting 

M 

— 

— 

19 

I 

15 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

cases)  . 

.W 

20 

. 

8 

2 

9 

I 
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Ambulance  Facilities 
Ante-natal  Care  ... 
Area  of  Borough... 


H 

16 

8 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 
DIvSEASES  .  27-42 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPER¬ 
VISION  OF  FOOD  25-26 

INTRODUCTION  .  5 

Isolation  Hospital  .  14 


Baby  Day 
Bed 
Births 


Bugs 


Cerebro-spiual  Fever  ... 

Clinics  . 

Closet  accommodation 
Common  Dodging  Houses 
Cottage  Homes  . 


20 

24 

9 


28 

14 

22 

24 

14 


Uaboratory 


14 


Maternal  Mortality  .  10 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 

WELFARE  .  15-20 

Maternity  Beds 

Measles . 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 
Midwives’  Compensation 

Milk  Supply . 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 


18 

28 

26 

17 

25 

16 


Deaths . 9,  10, 

11 

Dental  Treatment  . 

18 

Offensive  Trades .  24 

Diphtheria  . 

3° 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  31 

,,  Anti-toxin 

3° 

Orthopaedic  Treatment  ...  20 

, ,  Immunisation 

3° 

Outworkers .  24 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

21 

Dysentery  . 

31 

Population  .  8 

Pneumonia .  31 

Erysipelas  . 

3i 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  31 

Rateable  Value .  8 

Factory  Act . 

24 

Food  and  Drugs  Act . 

26 

Free  Milk  . 

19 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTAN¬ 
CES  OF  THE  AREA  20-25 

GENERAL  PROVISION 
OF  HEALTH  SER¬ 
VICES  FOR  THE 


AREA  . 

14-20 

Health  Visiting  . 

18 

Home  Helps  . 

...  17 

Home  Nursing  . 

...  14 

Hospitals  . 

...  14 

HOUSING  . 

...  24 

Infant  Life  Protection  . 

18 

Infant  Mortality . 

12 

Infant  Welfare  Centre 

...  15 

Sanitary  Inspection 

Schools . 

Scarlet  Fever 
Social  Conditions 

Shops  . 

Stall  . 

STATISTICS 

Still  Births . 

Swimming  Bath  ... 


Tuberculosis 


V accination  Statistics 


Water  Supply 
Whooping  Cough 


23 

24 

3° 

8 

24 

3 

8-13 

9 

24 
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27 


20 

28 
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